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The Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation is the leading regional platform for the exchange of information, experiences 

and practice on trade facilitation. The APTFF has been organized by UN ESCAP and ADB and growing number of 

partners since 2009. The Forum attracts over 250 participants from over 30 countries. This year’s Forum will 

feature panel discussions, interactive sessions and an exhibition highlighting innovations and trends in trade 

facilitation in the Asia-Pacific region. The Forum will also include a number of side-events providing more in-

depth exploration of the pertinent trade facilitation issues. 

The 8th Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Forum will focus on innovations and digital solutions that can enhance 

trade facilitation implementation for inclusive and sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region. The 

Forum will look at how to rethink trade facilitation reform and employ innovations that can support global and 

regional trade facilitation agendas such as the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement, the ASEAN Single Window and 

the Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific. The Forum 

will feature interactive and informative sessions allowing the participants to explore emerging technologies and 

trade facilitation solutions that extend beyond border procedures and encompass important innovations for 

logistics and finance. The Forum will also highlight trade facilitation innovations that can enhance the 

participation of the SMEs in global trade and enhance agricultural supply chains.  

More information about the Forum is available here: https://unnext.unescap.org/content/asia-pacific-trade-

facilitation-forum-2017-5-8-september-2017-yogyakarta-indonesia 

Day 1: 5 September 2017 

09:00 – 10:00 Opening Session 
 

10:00 – 10:30  Break 
 

10:30 – 12:00 High Level Panel Discussion: Rethinking trade facilitation for sustainable development in 
the Asia-Pacific region   
 
Recent global and regional events have brought trade facilitation implementation to the 
center stage. Trade facilitation is an essential means in reducing trade costs; enhancing 
trade efficiency and accessing global value chains. This panel will highlight some of the 
key ways in which trade facilitation innovations can help to deliver on sustainable 
development goals, regional integration objectives, and COP21 objectives. Through 
sharing national and regional experiences, the panel will look at how we can rethink trade 
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facilitation measures and incorporate innovations to enhance trade in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
 

12:00 - 13:30  Lunch 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Session 1: Taking Stock of Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade in Asia-Pacific 
 
The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement entered into force in February 2017. The TFA sets 
out provisions for expediting the movement, release and clearance of goods, as well as 
measures for cooperation between customs and other appropriate authorities on trade 
facilitation.  This session will examine and evaluate the progress of trade facilitation 
implementation in Asia-Pacific and its subregions. It will elaborate on paperless trade and 
innovative trade facilitation initiatives that can be employed to support the 
implementation of the provision of the TFA and advance it further.  It will also highlight 
some of the key prospects and opportunities for trade facilitation innovations that 
support and extend beyond TFA implementation.  
 

15:00 – 15:30 Break 
 

15:30 – 17:00 Session 2: Governance and institutional innovations for trade facilitation 
implementation in Asia and the Pacific 
 
Institutional frameworks, regulatory efficiency and enabling policies determine how 
governments are able to execute their trade facilitation policies and agendas. Greater 
interagency cooperation and private-public sector collaboration are essential to effective 
trade facilitation implementation. This session will look at how to strengthen and utilize 
national institutions such as the national trade facilitation committees (NTFCs). The 
session will also present various models for enhancing the collaboration between the 
private and public sector organizations, including information-sharing systems, to achieve 
trade facilitation objectives.   

 

Day 2: 6 September 2017 

09:00 – 10:30 Session 3: Facilitating Trade Behind the Border: Creating an Enabling (Business) 
Environment for Cross-border trade 
 
Improving the domestic business environment has a significant impact on the efficiency of 
trade and export competitiveness. Poor transport infrastructure and logistics, weak 
regulatory capacity, inadequate contract enforcement mechanisms and limited access to 
trade finance are some of the structural/institutional barriers to enabling cross-border 
trade. Effective trade facilitation can also rely on effective business facilitation. This session 
will look at some innovative practices to address key behind-the-border measures, such as 
measures to enhance access to trade finance and credit and measures to improve logistics 
performance.  
 

10:30 – 11:00 Break 
 



11:00 – 12:30  Session 4:  Strategies for Agriculture Trade Facilitation 
 
Agricultural supply chains are considered as the most complex and costliest among supply 
chains. Bringing down agricultural trade costs is essential for sustainable development and 
enhancing participation in global value chains. The SPS Agreement lays out some of the 
obligations of countries in ensuring food safety and animal and plant health. The WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement calls for the release of perishable goods in the shortest time 
possible provided that all the regulatory requirements are met. Key trade facilitation 
measures can be utilized to ensure compliance to regulatory requirements for trade in 
agricultural products and also to expedite the trade and release of these goods at borders. 
This session will also look at innovative strategies to tackle some of the key behind the 
border barriers to trade in agricultural goods, including innovative solutions to meet SPS 
measures and structural reforms and capacity needed to facilitate trade.  
 
 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00 – 15:30 Session 5: E-commerce and digital trade: Emerging opportunities and challenges 
 
This session will showcase some trends in e-commerce, where ICT technologies have been 
utilized to enhance traditional trade logistics processes and facilitate warehousing, 
distribution and transportation of goods. It will look at digital solutions that allow for 
greater access to finance and payment systems including emerging technologies such as 
blockchain, the Internet of Things and big data. However, with the proliferation of digital 
technologies and the movement of electronic data and documents, a new crop of data 
privacy and security issues arise. This session will outline some of the key challenges and 
possible policy and regulatory interventions that can address these. 
 
 

15:30 – 16:00 Break 
 

16:00 – 17:00 Session 6: Subregional and National Innovations for Trade Facilitation Implementation in 
Asia and the Pacific 
 
This session will showcase and award selected case studies on national innovations for 
trade facilitation innovations.  
 
The case studies have been submitted from across the Asia-Pacific region and the top three 
case studies were selected to present during the APTFF.  
 
 

Award of certificates for national trade facilitation innovations 
 

17:00 – 17:30 Closing session 
 

    

   


