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Subregional Meeting on Development of Regional Arrangements for the
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade: South East Asia

Date: 9 July 2013
Venue: Meeting Room E, UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand

I.

INTRODUCTION

(1) Background

1. The Commission in its resolution 68/3 in May 2012 requested the secretariat to

support and facilitate the process for the development of regional arrangements
on the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade, including by conducting
studies, developing potential options, and organizing expert review and member
consultations.

2. Following the conduct of a regional study to examine current practices and

various options for cross-border paperless trade facilitation, as well as follow-up
expert reviews to verify the study recommendations, the secretariat is organizing
a series of subregional meetings to elicit feedback and suggestions from ESCAP
member countries in order to refine and achieve consensus on a proposed draft
text of a regional arrangement.

(2) Organization of the Meeting

3. The Subregional Meeting on Development of Regional Arrangements for the

Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade: South East Asia was organized by
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Secretariat
in Bangkok on 9 July 2013 and co-hosted by the Ministry of Commerce, Thailand.

4. Agenda of the Meeting is attached as Annex 1 to this report.

(3) Attendance

5. The Meeting was attended by national focal points or official nominees from the
following ESCAP member countries in South East Asia: Cambodia, Lao People’s



UNITED NATIONS
@LCOAD
HESCAP

Economic ¢ m(l Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. Experts from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines and Singapore also attended the Meeting.

6. The list of participants is attached as Annex 2 to this report.
(4) Opening of the Meeting

7. Mr. Yann Duval, Chief, Trade Facilitation Unit, Trade and Investment Division,
ESCAP, delivered opening remarks with a warm welcome to all the participants
of the Meeting, emphasizing importance of the Meeting in developing a regional
arrangement that accommodates requirements of the region as a whole,
requesting active participation of all the participants in the discussion. He also

expressed special thanks to the Thai Ministry of Commerce for kindly co-hosting
the Meeting.

8. Ms. Leena Phongpruksa, Deputy Director General, Department of Trade
Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand, in her opening remarks,
highlighted the excellent collaboration between the Ministry and ESCAP. She
emphasized the importance of paperless trade and Thailand’s support to the
successful implementation of Resolution 68/3.

II. PROCEEDINGS

(1) Introduction to the Implementation of ESCAP Resolution 68/3

9. The secretariat provided a detailed explanation of ESCAP Resolution 68/3,
including the history of the Resolution, its implication for member countries and
the mandate it provided to the secretariat.

10.The secretariat highlighted key milestones in the implementation of the
Resolution, including consultation on the draft study, release of the study, expert
reviews, member consultations and reporting of progress at the Third Session of
the Committee on Trade and Investment in November 2013.

(2) Introduction to the Findings of the Regional Study and Expert Review

11.The secretariat introduced findings from the Study on Regional Arrangements for
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific with the
support of one of the regional experts who conducted the Study.

12.The Study, comprising of four chapters, covers need for regional arrangements on
paperless trade in Asia Pacific Region, review of existing arrangements for the
facilitation of paperless trade, proposed contents and features of regional
arrangement, and conclusion and way forward, as well as two annexes



UNITED NATIONS
@LCOAD
HESCAP

Economic ¢ m(l Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

13.The study proposes a voluntary form of regional agreement with flexible trade
data exchange mechanism as the best option for the Asia Pacific to take in the
regional context.

14.The secretariat explained that the study was prepared in consultation with national
focal points (nominated by their Government for the implementation of ESCAP
Resolution 68/3) as well as regional experts, who met for an expert review of the
draft study in November 2012 in Sri Lanka and participated in subsequent online
review of revised study report in February 2013. Following release of the study,
the initial draft text of the regional arrangement featured in annex to the report
was further reviewed in two Expert Group Meetings. The secretariat highlighted
that the draft text, including the explanatory note, tabled for discussion in the
Meeting was the outcome of such an extensive expert review.

(3) Introduction to and Discussion on the Draft Text of Regional Arrangement and
Explanatory Note

15.The secretariat introduced the draft text as well as the explanatory note paragraph
by paragraph, covering all articles, including preambular, substantive and final
clauses.

16.In order to facilitate discussion and for easy reference, relevant parts of the draft
text and explanatory notes were reviewed together, inviting the participants to
provide feedback and suggestions relating to those provisions.

17.Extensive discussions took place among the participants. Major conclusions and
recommendations are in section III of the report.

(4) Other Matters

18.No other matters were discussed.

III. MAJOR CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

19. After extensive and constructive discussion, the Subregional Meeting for South
East Asia arrived at the following major conclusions and recommendations.

20.The Meeting noted that the draft text of the regional arrangement was developed
based on the Resolution 68/3 itself and refined based on outcome of the expert
group meetings in 2013.

21.The words “ESCAP members” in the first sentence of the draft text were
suggested to be revised for specificity of its applicable scope, such as “ESCAP
Members and Associate Members.” The secretariat would consult with the
Office of Legal Affairs and revise it for proper wording.
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22.In the second paragraph of Preambular part starting with “Recognizing that
paperless trade....... ”, it was suggested to add “ economic development” in the
sentence, reading “enhances the expansion of trade opportunities and economic
development.....”
23.With reference to the fourth paragraph starting with “Considering....”, much
discussion took place on appropriateness of specifying Single Window here,
considering different environment and approaches in different countries. It was
proposed to modify the wording from “in implementing national electronic Single
Window systems to expedite.....” to “in implementing electronic systems at the
national level to expedite...”. The Meeting noted inconsistent use of words
“electronic” and “paperless trade™ in some parts of the draft text, including this
paragraph. The secretariat would ensure consistency in the use of those words in
the next revision of the draft text.

24.With reference to Article 1, it was proposed to define “subregional” in the context
of this text in the Explanatory Note, so as to avoid any confusion.

25.Suggestion was made on developing a database of cross-border paperless trade
projects and initiatives as part of implementing the arrangement/agreement since
it can help stakeholders better understand paperless trade through cases and
examples.

26.Much discussion was made on scope of trade, i.e., whether it includes licensing,
Customs procedures, transport, logistics, etc., since current text mentions only
export, import and transit. The secretariat is to revise the definition as
“international trade in goods, including their import, export, transit and related
services”, while examples of related services would be specified in the relevant
part of the Explanatory Note.

27.1t was suggested to put some definitions currently in the Explanatory Note back to
the draft texts since the Explanatory Note is not an official part of the
arrangement. In particular, with reference to Article 5, it was proposed that
definitions of first two general principles provided in the Explanatory Note
should be moved to the draft text to clarity meaning of these 2 principles.

28. With reference to Article 7, much discussion took place on list of representative
organizations, agencies and stakeholders. It was proposed to delete all the listing
of representatives and elaborate the issue instead in the Explanatory Note. It was
also suggested to add the wording “subject to domestic rules and regulations™ at
the end of the first sentence of Article 7.1.

29. With reference to Article 11, it was suggested to add “and guidelines™ after the
words “international standards™
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30. With reference to Article 12, one participant suggested to replace “shall endeavor
to” with “are encouraged to” to make this sentence sound less binding.

31. With reference to Article 14.2, the second sentence is proposed to be revised as
“The Standing Committee shall be composed of senior representatives of each

2

32.For Article 14.3, it was suggested to revise “which shall report to the Standing
Committee on the implementation of this Arrangement/Agreement and the
related Action Plan” into “which shall report to the Standing Committee on the
implementation of the related Action Plan under this Arrangement/Agreement”.

33.For Article 14.4, it was requested to specify the role of the secretariat more
specifically. This could be done both in the draft text as well as in the
Explanatory Note.

34.For Article 15.2, it was suggested to modify “...a roadmap for the implementation
of...” to “...a roadmap for the adoption of...”

35.With reference to Article 17, the Meeting requested to incorporate the
Explanatory Note text on capacity building into the draft text. Proposal was also
made on specifying role of the secretariat for facilitating the process, in particular
financial support.

36.The Meeting appreciated the quality of this first draft text. Participants found the
provisions of the draft text generally acceptable given the non-binding nature of
most provisions, with some participants arguing for a higher level of binding in
some cases. Some provisions of the draft text were viewed as possible difficulties,
such as national policy framework and national paperless trade committee. For
members to support the proposed arrangement/agreement, national consultation
across different agencies was viewed necessary since paperless trade has a cross-
sectoral nature. Importance of capacity building component in the arrangement
was re-emphasized, in particular by the participating LDCs.

IV. ADOPTION OF THE CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

The major conclusions and recommendations of the Subregional Meeting on Development
of Regional Arrangements for the Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless trade: South East
Asia were adopted at Bangkok on 9 July 2013. Participants requested the secretariat to revise
the draft text of the arrangement and the explanatory note taking into account the conclusions
and recommendations reached.
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ANNEX 1: AGENDA OF THE MEETING

UNITED NATIONS
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

Subregional Meeting on Development of Regional Arrangements for the
Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade: South East Asia

Date : 9 July 2013
Venue: Meeting Room E, UNCC, Bangkok, Thailand

FINAL AGENDA

1. Opening of the Meeting
o Mr. Yann Duval, Chief, Trade Facilitation Unit, Trade and Investment Division,
United Nations ESCAP
o Ms. Leena Phongpruksa, Deputy Director General, Department of Trade
Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand

2. Introduction to the Implementation of ESCAP Resolution 68/3
o Mr. Yann Duval, Chief, Trade Facilitation Unit, Trade and Investment Division,
United Nations ESCAP

3. Introduction to the Findings of the Regional Study and Expert Review
o Mr. Sangwon Lim, Trade Facilitation Unit, Trade and Investment Division, United
Nations ESCAP
o Mr. Shashank Priya, Commissioner, Central Excise & Service Tax, Patna (Bihar), India

4. Introduction to and Discussion on the Draft Text of Regional Arrangement and
Explanatory Note

a) Preamble
b) Substantive Clause

¢) Final Clauses

5. Other Matters

6. Adoption of Major Conclusions and Recommendations
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ANNEX 2: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Subregional Meeting on Development of Regional Arrangements for the Facilitation of
Cross-border Paperless Trade: South East Asia

9 July 2013
Bangkok, Thailand

FINAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
CAMBODIA
Mr. Socheat Chea, Chief of Bureau, Bureau of ASEAN and Economic Integration, Multilateral
Trade Department, General Directorate for International Trade, Ministry of Commerce, Phnom

Penh
Tel: (855) 12 218882, Email: cheasocheat@gmail.com

Mr. Dirang Kun, Department of Multilateral Trade, Ministry of Commerce, Phnom Penh
Email: dirangkun@hotmail.com

INDONESIA

Mr. Muwasiq M. Noor, Senior Vice President, Marketing & Business Development, EDI-I,
Indonesia
Tel: (62) 815 9170250, Email: muwasig@gmail.com

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Ms. Latthana Douangboupha, Director of Trade Facilitation Division, Department of Import-
Export, Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Vientiane, Lao PDR
Tel: +856 21 454224, email: latthana.d@laomoic.org

MALAYSIA

Ms. Mee Wan Wong, Senior Assistant Director, Customs Division, the Royal Malaysian
Customs Department and Chair Person, ASEAN Single Window Technical Working Group,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: +60 3 8882 2646, Email: marianne.wong@customs.gov.my, mariannewmw(@hotmail.com

MYANMAR

Mr. Moe Kyaw Aye, Assistant Director, Customs Department, Yangon
Tel: +95 1 387161, fax: +95 1 371231, email: mkatdn3@gmail.com, mcd.ygn@mptmail.net.mm
mmcustoms.intsec@gmail.com

PHILIPPINES

Mr. Francis Norman O. Lopez, President, InterCommerce Network Services Inc., Makati City
1227, Philippines
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Tel : +63 2 8438182, fax : +63 2 8438160, Email: flopez(@intercommerce.com.ph

SINGAPORE

Mr. Jonathan Koh Tat Tsen, Director, Trade Facilitation Centre of Excellence, Crimson Logic Pte
Ltd., Singapore Tel: + 65 688 77609 Email: jonathankoh@crimsonlogic.com

THAILAND
Ms. Leena Phongpruksa, Deputy Director General, Department of Trade Negotiations, Ministry

of Commerce, Thailand
Tel: +66 2) 547-5642, email: artleena@yahoo.com

Mr. Surinthorn Sunthornsanan, Trade Officer, Professional Level, Department of Trade
Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand
Tel: +66 2) 5077455, email: surinthorns@dtn.go.th

Ms. Paweena Kaewsri, Trade Officer, Practitioner Level, Department of Trade Negotiations,
Ministry of Commerce, Thailand
Tel: +66 2) 5077495, email: wto.dtn@gmail.com

Mr. Apichat Boonreungsak, Legal Officer, Legal Bureau, Thai Customs Department, Ministry of
Finance, Bangkok
Email : apichatboon@gmail.com

Ms. Nattha Wongse-Aram, Legal Officer, Legal Bureau, Thai Customs Department, Ministry of
Finance
Tel: +66 2) 6676330, email: n_supergirl26(@hotmail.com

VIET NAM

Ms. Vu Nguyen Vy Thuy, Official, Vietham E-Commerce & Information, Technology Agency
(VECTTA), International Cooperation Division, Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT), Hanoi
Email: vyvnt@moit.gov.vn

RESOURCE PERSONS

Mr. Shashank Priya, Commissioner, Central Excise & Service Tax, Patna (Bihar), India
Email: shashankpriya@hotmail.com

ESCAP SECRETARIAT

Mr. Yann Duval Chief, Trade Facilitation Unit
Trade and Investment Division

Mr. Sangwon Lim Economic Affairs Officer
Trade Facilitation Unit
Trade and Investment Division
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Mr. Jun Ho Shin

Mr. Louis Cousin

Expert on Regional Trade and
Cooperation
Trade and Investment Division

Intern, Trade Facilitation Unit
Trade and Investment Division
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