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Introductions

e ESCAP/ADB collaboration

e Synergies based on comparative advantages

— Sector expertise
e Trade facilitation
e Transport facilitation
* Customs
e Trade Logistics

— Regional expertise NATIONS
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Update of trade facilitation in the
Asia and Pacific region

e Best trade performers in the world in this region

— Top 2 positions remain the same : Singapore, Hong
Kong, China

e ....Butalso some of the worst performers

 Trade facilitation becoming a priority for
countries

— More than 80% of ESCAP members have joined one or
more regional (or sub-regional) trade facilitation

initiative
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Update on Trade facilitation in Asia-Pacific
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Trade facilitation has become a
priority in national trade policy and

regional cooperation

- :?,_:.

b

VN

\Sey =

Disclaimer: The boundaries shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United

*

Nations



Focus of Trade Facilitation Provisions

Transparency of laws,
regulations and administrative
rulings

¢ Fublication

¢ Notification and provision of
infarmation

& Administrative processes

« Contact point

o Article X of GATT 1554

of PTAs in Asia-Pacific

Technical regulations,
standards and 5PS measures

« Use of international standards
¢ Mutual recognition of
conformity assessment
Accreditation

Laboratory and testing
Domestic labeling

WTO TBT Agresment

WTO 8PS Agreement

Use of ICT and E-commerce

s Paperiess trading

¢ Electronic authentication and
signature

» Requistory framework

¢ Online consumer protection

o Online personal data
protection

TRADE FACILITATION

Customs administration and

cooperation
Classification of goods (WCO
HS)
Customs valuation (WTO CVA
and Article VI of GATT 1584)
Certificate of origin
Temporary admission
Advance rulings
Pre-shipment inspection
Express shipment
Risk management
Mutusl azsistance
Customs automation system
Information exchange
WCO Customs Data Model

Mobility of business persons

» Short term temparary entry

» Long term temporary entry

o Application procedures and
notification

Facilitation in payment and
trade finance

¢ Removal of foreign exchange
restrictions

s Payment by convertible
CUrrency

» Simplification of banking
procedures

o Cooperation on trade finance

Facilitation in transport and
logistics

« Cooperation on cargo transport
System

¢ Transshipment

¢ Warghouse and storage

Freedom of transit

e Facilitate customs clearance of
goods in transi

» Linrestricted transit via

» Provide facilities and ssrvices
for transit security

s Articke WV of GATT 1554

(Bin and Misovicova, 2008)




Focus of Trade Facilitation Provisions
of PTAs in Asia-Pacific

Number of PTAs w/ TF
provisions which include
provision(s) in a particular area
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@ Customs administration and cooperation
m Technical regulations and standards

O Transparency of laws and regulations

0O Use of ICT and e-commerc
B Fees and formalities

@ Mobility of business persons
B Facilitation in transit

O Facilitation in transport and logistics

B Facilitation in payment

Duval 2009




Progress on reducing barriers to
trade

 Overall trade facilitation performance has
improved
e Good progress in:

— reducing at and behind the border time and cost
of procedures

— reducing international shipping costs

e But progress uneven both across and within
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Progress on reducing barriers to

trade

Gap between ESCAP Developing Countries and Developed Countries
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Countries
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» Predictability
and timeliness of
goods delivery
need to be

improved

Source: Based on data
from Doing Business 2009,
World Bank

*Landlocked countries
are excluded from
subregional averages



UN Network of Experts on Paperless Trade
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ESCAP’s Response |

e Reports, analytical tools and evidenced —
based research

e Asia and Pacific Trade and investment Report 2009

e Designing and Implementing Trade Facilitation in Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP/ADB reference manual)

g Workshops for researchers on eg. Business Process
88 Analysis, Gravity modelling for trade facilitation
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Issues for Consideration

Non-transparent and time-consuming trade
procedures

Negative effect on intra-regional trade

Weak or lack of inter-agency coordination and
public /private consultations

Inadequate attention to behind the border
measures

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific



Issues for consideration

e There is no one —size fits all for trade
facilitation.

e Priorities differ and so do needs

* The right fit must take account of all of these
Issues
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Thank youl!

Email: strachana@un.org
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